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India Burning
Aditya Vyas

The incidents of  last week just go on
to prove that terrorism is not flourish-
ing because the terrorists are powerful,
but because we as a country have failed
miserably to raise the standards of   our
national security. We have become help-
less at the hands of  our own system and
politicians as though we are a herd of
lambs waiting to be butchered, and
unless we ourselves take the mantle of
the country the situation would never
improve. If   we do not act even now,
then we would be proving the words of
Winston Churchill right, that "The
people of  India are unfit to rule them-
selves". 
Since the 1993 bomb blasts the city

has been on fire and yet we do not see
anybody caring as to what happens to
the city. Our social consciousness and
our conscience both have been numbed.
We celebrate the victory of  individuals
and we mourn the deaths of  other indi-
viduals but where is our nationalism?
Do we stand as a nation  even in times
of  crisis?  Have we felt the anger and
pain over the series of  bomb blasts that
have taken place in other parts of  the
country too? These are the questions
that we should ask ourselves. Because
history will ask us time and again with
perilous impact - unless we the people
of  India act…
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Peace ensnared
The recent terror attacks on Indian cities are not just
threats to economic growth, but have challenged the
very fabric of India's culture, its unity in diversity

Peace is not the product of  terror or fear.
Peace is not the silence of  cemeteries.
Peace is not the silent result of  violent repression.
Peace is the generous, tranquil contribution of  all
to the good of  all.
Peace is dynamism. Peace is generosity.
It is right and it is duty.

-Oscar Remero
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It is a terrible situation wherein people are
playing with the lives of  innocent people.
Being an artiste, I feel that we have to come
together to face and fight this terror situation
and it is time to take decisions without wait-
ing for authorities to take any measures. As a
step towards contributing towards peace, we
can have shows especially choreographed
with concepts related to peace. In addition,
subjects like patriotism should be placed in
front of  the audience so that messages con-
veying equality, peace, and humanity evoke
people to take steps in the right direction.
Since people are greatly attracted towards
artistes, it's our responsibility to give them
the right message through our art. In addi-
tion, even though officials are trying to do
their duty people need to be alert to what is
going on around them. Fighting the situation
without being scared is the need of  the hour.

"This is the most horrible thing that has
happened to Mumbai and requires a high
level of  involvement from the Government.
The security levels in the country need to be
updated tremendously and the Indian police
should be supplied with sophisticated arms
and ammunition before asking them to han-
dle an attack of  this level. We lost some of
very serious and top-quality police officers
due to the casual approach. How could one
allow them to go on the field where criminals
are walking with AK-47 in their hands? We as
artists can only help create awareness and
reflect the thought into our work but it is
high time the Government realises that it
needs to beef  up the security of  the nation
and plan in advance and not when the terror
strikes and leaves everyone helpless."

"Such a terrible thing has never happened
to Mumbai and it is quite obvious that we are
not vigilant enough and not even learning
from past experiences. In the past several

years, Bombay has been a victim of  several
bomb blasts and yet we haven't learned to
plan beforehand. Look at the Malegaon blasts
and even then we don't seem to take a serious
warning. This catastrophe is also a serious
blow to our tourism industry that has already
taken a beating due to the global meltdown.
Why can't we secure things that we have
worked so hard to build? Don't know how
much time it will take for the iconic Taj that is
a part of  everyone's life in Mumbai, to recu-
perate both emotionally and financially. After
the 9/11 attack in the US, people there have
learnt their lessons and not a single attack has
struck there till date. But just 20-25 militants
are able to resist our entire military, police and
commandos. As citizens we need to keep our
spirits up lest one collapses with the kind of
terror spread around. We can only raise our
voice and it will just be another opinion but
it's time the government learnt its lessons to
avoid such mayhem being repeated."

"It is very fine to say that something more
needs to be done but there was the ATS,
army, commandos, what more could have
been done? An attack like this is a sporadic
thing. This could have happened even if
prior planning was in place. Even if  we plan
our daily life, things tend to go wrong inad-
vertently. But as artistes we need to convey
the message of  peace and love, which is the
most important requirement today. After the
Godhra riots, we started highlighting those
issues through our dance compositions using
Marathi and Hindi songs, like AR Rehman
songs, that people can relate to. Propagating
peace is one's continuous duty and not nec-
essarily an alarm that needs to blown only
when the terror actually strikes."

It is very sad that such a mishap has taken
place. The situation has gone out of  hand as
we are hearing of  bomb blasts every other
day. Violence is spreading across the world.  I
will pray to God to give everybody good
thoughts and  peace of  mind in order that
such incidents do not take place. The govern-
ment is also helpless.  Given the population in
our cities, how much security can be provid-
ed?  It  is almost that God should take avatar
once again and and restore peace and  order.
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Dr. Sandhya Purecha
- Research Scholar and
Bharatanatyam Dance Exponent

Jhelum Paranjape - Odissi exponent

Akbar PadamseePainter - 

he recent attacks on Mumbai's land-
mark buildings has shocked citizens
immensely, as they disbelievingly won-

der why this was allowed to happen. Why was
the government inactive, they ask; despite
repeated threats in the past, why has no dis-
aster management system been put in place?
As Every Tuesday mourns the deaths of

those who were killed, and salutes the brave
security personnel who put themselves in the
line of  fire, it is forced to muse if  the fic-
tional rendering of  the story of  the common
man in the film A Wednesday will soon
become a reality in the face of  rhetoric and
false assurances from those in power. 
Naseeruddin Shah, the common man, tired

of  living in fear in his own country, holds the
police and the administration to ransom as he
informs them that he has planted five bombs
at certain vantage points. He demands  the
release of  four terrorists, in lieu of  the infor-
mation that he has on the places where these
bombs are planted.  It turns out that he is
only a vigilante; he doesn't secure their
release; he blows them up. More noteworthy
was the audience reaction when the protago-
nist tells the police, "We (the people) are tired
of  being resilient. Our hands are not tied, we
too can hit back." Audiences around the
country clapped and cheered his soliloquy.
Says Eleanor Roosevelt, "It is not  enough

to talk about peace, one must believe it. And
it is not enough to believe in it, one must
work for it." 
Every Tuesday speaks to artistes in the wake

of  the fresh attacks on Mumbai.

Jehangir Sabavala - Painter

T

Padma Talwalkar - Vocalist
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Noted Percussionist Sivamani A says he is
shocked. He was to give a performance at
Oberoi the day after the incident. 
“Not just artistes, all of  us have a right to

put pressure on the government to ensure that
such acts are not repeated,” he says. “We are
praying to God for peace and an end to such
kind of  violence.” 

Music and art are beyond religion, casteism
and favouritism.  According to our ancient
sages, music is the shortest path to reach the
Almighty.  As musicians and artistes we are
ready to bring in  harmony and reduce hatred.
At the height of   Indo-Pak tensions, it was the
exchange of   art and culture which diffused

tensions between the two countries. The cur-
rent situation is so grave that nobody in their
nightmares would have thought of  it. I
believe very stern action should be taken to
deter such happenings again. The message
should be that enough is enough.  You cannot
justifiy taking away innocent lives for your
cause. What are you justifying?.  There is no
doubt that different terrorist organisations
have come together to do this and they have
a political agenda. There are  however differ-
ent ways of   going about achieving your ends.

I am just shocked.  One never expects such
things in Mumbai. Basically one needs to
have inner peace, only then can you have
external peace.  India is such a beautiful
country, there is so much freedom, so much
love. But there are these terror camps all over
India where people are either bought over in
the name of  religion or with money. What
are they achieving killing innocent people
one does not know. If  the government wants
it, they can really solve the problem and  can
ask for whatever help they want  from the

public. Tourism in India will be badly affect-
ed at a time when the economy is already
bad.  Besides as artistes when we travel
abroad, the image of  our country gets dent-
ed, as people have memories of  their loved
ones having died here. 

Right now we are not even thinking in
terms of  art and culture.  Above all we are
citizens of  the country and work in our
respective fields. So my prayers have been for
the people holed up among the most danger-
ous men out there and my condolences to all
those brave comrades of  ours who have laid
their lives, protecting us, executing their duty.
At the same time one feels angry at the

way the administration has failed. It is cer-
tainly not an easy feeling and we are all wait-
ing to see if  there will be a speedy action
after this initial crisis is over. We definitely
cannot take it lying down. Really, I can’t
think of  anything logically right now.

Interviews: Archana Sinha, Padma
Ramakrishnan, Shilpa Sachdev, Suchita Patil
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Sarangi delight

n December 12th, the National Centre for the
Performing Arts (NCPA) will present an unusual collabo-

ration between two of  India's leading sarangi players - Ustad
Sultan Khan and Lakha Khan Manganiyar from Jodhpur,
Rajasthan. Produced by the Jaipur Virasat Foundation, this spe-
cial NCPA event - Maru Tarang: Ripples of  the Desert, will explore
folk themes and new repertoire that highlights the combined

talents of  this brilliant
duo.
Known internation-

ally for his melodic
control and impro-
visatory flair, Sultan
Khan is a representa-
tive of  the Indore gha-
rana, and hails from a
nine-generation line-

age of  sarangi players; Lakha Khan Manganiyar, meanwhile, is
amongst the most knowledgeable artists and finest sarangi play-
ers in the context of  Rajasthani folk traditions. For Maru Tarang:
Ripples of  the Desert, they will be joined by Anwar Khan (vocal),
Sabir Khan (accompanying sarangi), Hanif  Khan (tabla) and
Dhugara Khan Manganiyar (dholak). Moving between the semi-
classical and the folk, this performance promises to evoke the
mellifluous sounds that will bring to life the soul of  the desert.
Sultan Khan and Lakha Khan will captivate audiences at

NCPA's Tata Theatre on Friday December 12, 2008, at 6.30
pm. Tickets will be available at the box office from November
29, 2008.
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Sultan Khan and Sabir Khan

NCPA to present a unique musical 
collaboration between two masters of Sarangi

Shankar Mahadevan
- Vocalist and renowned 
film music composer

Sivamani AnanadanPercussionist - 

Rakesh Chaurasia - Flautist

Niladri Kumar - Sitarist


